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FOREWORD 

The National Board of the Civil Air Patrol expressed the desire that all 
uniform clothing articles which are no longer authorized for wear by members 
of the U.S. Air Force be phased out as articles of CAP uniform as soon as 
practical. 

In furtherance of the National Board's decision, the National Executive 
Committee of the Civil Air Patrol established 31 December 1967 as the date 
on which such articles will no longer be worn. 

This manual implements the decision of these governing bodies by pre­
scribing only Air Force approved clothing items as articles of the CAP uniform. 
It is effective as soon as practical following receipt. 

For the first time, we have used "Decision Logic Tables" to describe the 
wear of the uniform. These tables are now being employed extensively by 
both industry and government. The tables are designed in a format to help the 
reader select pertinent information more quickly. One part of the table describes 
the situation that exists ("if" column) and the other part ("then" column) 
describes the action the reader must take for that particular situation. For 
example, using Table 2-3, we can quickly determine the correct wear of any 
authorized uniform item as follows: "If" the item is a utility shirt, described 
as green, shade OG 107, long sleeve, "then" it will be worn inside trouser's 
and the undershirt may be exposed at the neckline. 

WILLIAM W. WILCOX, Brigadier General, USAF 
National Commander 

This manual supersedes CAPM 39-1, September 1961. 
OPR: CPP 
DISTRIBUTION: 5 each Region; 8 each Wing; 1 each Group, Squadron, and Flight. 
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Chapter I 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

1-1. Policy: 

a, It is not necessary that CAP members 
wear a uniform, but when the uniform is worn 
members will adhere to the rules prescribed in 
this manual. 

b. Civil Air Patrol members are autho­
rized to wear a uniform similar to the Air .Force 
uniform, the difference being that distinctive 
emblems, buttons, insignia, and badges are 
employed to identify the wearer as a member of 
CAP. These differences from the Air Force 
uniform are as prescribed by the National Com­
mander of CAP with the approval of Headquarters 
USAF. 

c. Various combinations of uniforms are 
authorized herein in order to allow for various 
climatic conditions, availability of uniforms , etc,, 
but no member is expected to equip himself with 
all or even a major part of the combinations 
described in this manual. The minimum basic 
uniform for male and female seniors and cadets 
which will satisfy most occasions is li s ted below. 
Members may obtain and wear other uniforms 
authorized in this manual on an optional basis. 
The National Commander and other commanders 
may specify the wearing of a particular uniform 
t ype for the purpose of achieving a uniform appear­
ance at squadron, group, wing, regiona l, and 
national functions. All commanders must be mind­
ful of the objective of attaining a neatly uniformed 
group at a minimum of personal expense to the 
members; consequently, they will refrain from 
imposing unreasonable uniform requirements. 
It is a member's personal respons ibility to equip 
himself with a proper uniform. Commanders may 
assist if they have the capability, through use of 
unit funds, donations, or by acquiring surplus uni­
forms. Cadets will not be required to purchase 
the blue uniform. A commander may require 
cadets to wear this uniform only if the purchase 
is voluntary or the uniform has been s uppli ed 
without expense to the cadets. 

MINIMUM BASIC UNI FORM 

Male 

Matching tan shirt and trousers 
Blue belt ' 
Blue flight cap 
Black socks and shoes 
Insignia: 

CAP identification badge, cap, 
shoulder patch, collar, and 
sleeve insignia 
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Female 

Blue and white striped service uniform 
Blue flight cap 
Neutral nylon hose 
Black shoes 
Insignia: 

CAP identification badge, cap, 
lapel, shoulder patch, and · 
sleeve insignia 

Handbag 

d, Variations from the uniforms, uniform 
combinations, and insignia contained in this man­
ual are not authorized. Exceptions, if any, for 
national events will be contained in separate 
directives from National Headquarters. 

1-2. When The Uniform Is Worn, The service 
uniform is worn when engaged in normal duties 
as a CAP member. It is worn while attending 
local, area, or nationa l CAP functions, 

1-3. When Wear of the Uniform Is Prohibited. 
CAP members will not wear the uniform: 

a . At any meeting or demonstration 
carried out or sponsored by an organization, asso­
ciation, movement, group, or combination of 
persons that: 

(1) The Attorney General of the United 
States has designated as totalitarian, Fascist, 
Communist, or subversive. 

(2) · Advocates or approves the com­
mission of acts of force or violence to deny others 
their rights under the Constitution of the United 
States . 

(3) 
United States 
means. 

Seeks to p.lter the form of the 
Government by unconstitutional 

b. Under any c ircumstances that would 
tend to bring discredit or reproach upon the uni­
form. 

c . When engaged in c ivilian employment, 

1-4. Dress and Appearance. Each member of 
the CAP must be well-groomed and assure that 
his personal appearance at a ll times reflects 
credit upon himself and the CAP. Each will meet 
the following minimum requirements when in 
uniform: 

a. Appearance of Uniform. When uniforms 
are worn , they must be c lean, neat, correct in 
design and specification, and in good condition. 
Uniforms will be kept buttoned and shoes must be 
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shined and in good repair. Metallic insignia, 
badges, and other metallic devices including the 
b~ue service uniform buttons, also must be main­
tained in the proper luster and condition. 

b. Personal Appearance - Men: 

(1) The facewillbekeptclean-shaven, 
hut a short, neatly trimmed mustache may be worn. 
A beard may be worn only when · temporarily 
approved by medical officials for medical reasons. 
Such approval will be limited initially to three 
months, but may be extended if considered neces­
sary by the medical authorities. 

(2) Hair must be, neat and closely 
trimmed. It may be clipped at the edges of the 
sides and back, but must present an evenly grad­
uated appearance. 

(3) Articles such as pencils, pens, 
watch chains, fobs, pins, jewelry, handkerchiefs, 
combs, cigars, cigarettes, pipes, and sunglasses 
cases will not be worn or carried exposed on the 
uniform. The wearing of wristwatches, identifi­
cation bracelets, and rings is permitted. Conser­
vative sunglasses may be worn, but not in military 
formations. 

c. Personal Appearance - Women: 

(1) Hai:r will be neatly arranged and 
shaped to present a conservative feminine appear­
ance. Hair styles that prevent the proper wearing 
of the flight cap or service hat are not appropriate. 
Barrettes, ribbons, and other ornaments, except 
inconspicuous pins and combs, will not be worn in 
the hair when the uniform is worn. Hair nets will 
be worn only when authorized for a specific type 
of duty. Hair coloring may be used if it looks 
natural and complements skin tones. 

(2) Cosmetics will be conservative 
and in good taste. 

(3) Pencils, pens, pins, handkerchiefs, 
and jewelry will not be worn or carried exposed 
on the uniform. Wear of earrings is prohibited, 
but rings may be worn. Conservative sunglasses 
may be worn, except in military formations. 

1-5. Purchase of Uniform Items by Individuals: 

a. Articles of Uniform Clothing. CAP 
members are authorized to purchase- such articles 
from any of the following sources: 

(1) Base Exchanges. See CAPR 147-1. 

(2) USAF Clothing Sales Stores. This 
should be the primary source of uniform clothing 
for CAP members. The following rules apply: 

(a) To be eligible to purchase 
from a clothing sales store a member must pos­
sess a current membership card. All authorized 
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purchases in a clothing sales store will be for cash 
only. All distinctive USAF buttons will be removed 
from outer garments prior to the sale of such 
items to CAP personnel. If clothing sales store 
personnel question their authority to sell to CAP 
members they should be asked to make reference 
to Paragraph 51, Volume I, Part 3, AFlVI 67-1. 

(b) In the event a clothing sales 
store is not avaibable, purchases may be made by 
mail order. In such cases, send a Mail Order 
Requisition (AF Form 662) in d up l i cat e, to 
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433, if you 
live in the Continental United States or 
Puerto Rico; to FC 5000, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska 
99506, if you live in Alaska; or to FC 5260, Hickam 
AFB, Hawaii 96824, if you live in Hawaii. The 
requisition must be accompanied by a money order 
or certified check payable to the Treasurer of the 
United State s. Payment must be for the exact 
amount of the purchase. If you do not have a cur­
rent price list, which changes periodically, (AFR 
67-57), you should contact your nearest clothing 
sales store or write to Wright- Patterson AFB. 
If for some reason your order cannot be completely 
filled, a government check will be sent for the 
balance due the person ordering. All postage fees 
are paid by the government. 

(c) Since certain items are con­
sidered common items and may be purchased from 
commercial sources, the following items are not 
authorized for sale to CAP members : 

Men: Towels, underwear, socks, shoes, and 
insignia. 

Women: Towels, hosiery, and insignia. 

(d) If requisition forms (AF 
Form 662) are required, the member should con­
tact the unit supply or administrative services 
officer. Also the forms may be requisitioned from 
the Director of Administrative Services, National 
Headquarters, Civil Air Patrol. 

(3) Commercial Sources. When pur­
chasing uniform clothing from commercial 
sources, the following should be kept in mind: 

(a) All uniform items sold in 
clothing sales stores conform to Air Force 
specifications. 

(b) All uniform items sold in 
base exchanges conform to the specifica tion for 
either required or optional items. All dress 
items and accessories must contain the USAF 
certification label. 

(c) Personnel who purchase uni­
form items from other sources are advised to 
establish the reliability ofthe seller and make sure 
that each garment purchased conta ins the c ertifi­
cation label shown in (e) be low. 
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(d) Since clothing sales and base 
exchanges operate at a low mark up, individuals 
should be exceedingly cautious about purchasing 
items from commercial sources at bargain prices, 
The items offered may have been rejected by 
Government purchases, fail to conform to speci­
fications, or be in the process of discontinuation 
as an approved item. 

(e) The purchaser must insure 
that each uniform item he buys contains the fol­
lowing certification label, sewed permanently to 
the garm ent: "USA F CE RTIFICATE NO._' __ 
A sample of this item has been inspected and 
meets or exceeds the quality prescribed by AF 
Specification ___ .'' Approved items of optiona l 
uniform clothing bearing a previously authori zed 
AMC or ARDC certification labe l may be worn 
until no longer serviceable . 

(4) Excess/ Surplus Sources , The 
United States Air Force m akes excess and surplus 
equipment available to the Civil Air Patrol and 
in some cases thi s inc ludes uniform c lothing 
articles. Such articles as are made a vai lable 
no r mally consi s t of odd s i zes or discontinued 
items . However, it is advisa ble to check with 
the CAP unit materiel officer to ascertain if he 
has access to uni form a rtic les whic h may fit 
members of the unit, 

b. Distinctive CAP Insignia and Devices. 
Distinctive insignia and devices such as the CAP 
identification badge, collar and lape l insignia, 
buttons, and other items prescribed he r ein may 
be purchased from approved commerci~l sources 
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or from the CAP Bookstore. A li s t of approved 
commercial sources is contained in CAP Pamph­
let 39-1-1. A list of a rticles handled by the CAP 
Bookstore, together with prices and orde ring 
instructions, is contained in the current Catalog 
of Aerospace Education and Tra ining Materials . 

1-6. Wear of the Uniform in Foreign Countr ies. 
Most foreign governments prohibit the wearing of 
military uniforms by visitors. Personnel will 
not wear a CAP unifo rm in a foreign country 
except for members on orders to partic ipate in 
the Internationa l Air Cadet Excha nge or other 
interna tional events for which National Head­
quarters has expressly au thori zed the wearing 
of the uniform. 

1-7. Command Responsibility. Commanders 
will insure that personnel, individually and col­
lectively, present a well- groomed apppearance 
whi ch will reflec t credit upon CAP as an auxi lia ry 
of the United States Ai r Force, They will make 
certain that personnel are uniformed in accor­
dance with the provi s ions of thi s manua l; that 
uniform violations are promptly corrected; and 
that through inspec tions , instruc tional periods, 
etc ., members are informed as to the proper 
wearing of the uniform. 

1- 8. Definition of Terms . As used in this manual 
the word ' 'officer" inc ludes all grades from war­
r an t officer through colone l, both senior and cadet, 
The term ' 'airman", unless othe rwise specified, 
includes all other members with or without grade, 
both senior and cadet. The term "service uni­
form" means the tan and blue uniforms worn on 
normal duty or dress occasions. It excludes 
fatigue clothi ng, flying s uits, s ports clothing, and 
r ec reational c lothing. 
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Chapter 2 

UNIFORMS FOR MEN (SENIORS AND CADETS) 

SECTION A - SERVICE UNIFORMS 

2-1. Uniform Combinations. Uniform combina­
tions 1 through 6, shown in table 2-1, comprise 
the various CAP service uniforms formen(illus­
trated by figure 2-1). The "Xs" shown in the 
vertical columns of the table designate clothing 
items which must be worn with the various combi­
nations unless otherwise indicated in column C. 
Combinations are briefly ide~tified as follows: 

a. Combination 1. Lightweight and heavy­
weight blue service uniforms, 

b, Combination 2, Heavyweight blue ser­
vice uniform with blue flannel shirt. 

c. Combination 3, Heavyweight blue ser­
vice trousers with blue flannel shirt and light­
weight blue wool/polyester service trousers with 
blue wool/polyester shirt. 

d. Combination 4. Tan service uniform, 

2-1 

e. Combination 5, Tan service shirt with 
bermuda shorts. 

f, Combination 6. The lightweight and 
heavyweight blue service uniforms may be worn 
with white shirt and black bow tie as a semiformal 
dress uniform. 

2-2, Special Wear Instructions for Uniform 
Items. Combinations 3, 4, and 5 may not be worn 
in establishments where the coat and tie is the 
normal dress. Combination 6 will be worn on 
occasions when civilian dinner jacket (tuxedo) 
is also appropriate·. 

2-3. Fitting Instructions for Uniform Items, 
See table 2-1. 

2-4. Description and Materials of Authorized 
Uniform Items, See table 2-2 for description 
and materials of clothing items which may be 
worn with the service uniforms, 
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15 JANUARY 1968 
CAPM 39-1 

OVERCOAT RAINCOAT TOPCOAT 

Figure 2-2. Overcoat, Raincoa t, and Topcoat 
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CAPM 39- 1 15 JANUARY 1968 

SEC TION B - UT ILITY UNIFORM S 

2- 5. Genera l. The work utility unifo r m as s hown 
in table 2- 3 i s the authori zed CAP utility unifo rm, 
T he " Xs " shown in the ve r tica l co lumns of the 
table de signa te the i tem s whic h s hould be worn 
with the uti li ty uniforms unle s s otherwis e indi­
cated in colum n D. Commanders a r e urged to 
encou rage the i r pe r sonne l to wear these items 
as soon as they become available , Only those 
items shown in table 2- 3 and 2- 4 may be worn 

on the utility unifor m un less s pec ia l authority 
to wear othe r items i s granted by National 
Headqua r ters , CAP . 
2- 6. When the Work Utili ty Uniform May Be 
Worn. T he work utility uni form m ay be presc ribed 
for wea r whil e perform ing duty a t the uni t tra in­
ing site , while on an ac tua l or practice m iss ion, 
and when traveling by priva te vehic le between 
r e side nce and place of duty. 

SECTION C - FLYING AND RECRE ATIONAL C LOTHING 

2- 7, What May Be Worn. The type of c lothing 
to be wor n while fl ying or engaging in organi zed 
rec rea tional activities , in lieu of authori zed 
s e r vice uniform s described i.n this manual , wi ll 
be as prescribed by wing comma nders or by 
commanders to whom they have delega ted thi s 
authority. Experienc e has shown tha t it is 
imprac tica l to r equire uniformity in thi s type 
c lothing throughout CAP; therefore, Nationa l 

Headquarte r s will not presc r ibe the type of 
c lothing to be worn for these activities . How­
ever, any of the uniforms pr escr i bed in Sec tions 
A and B of this c hapter ma y be worn while 
fl ying. When an Air Force fl ight s ui t is worn , 
it will not be worn off the flight line . The use 
of c loth badges and grade ins ignia is encouraged 
on fl ight s ui t s and u n i fo r m s wo r n while 
fl ying. 
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Chapter 3 

UNIFORMS FOR WOMEN (SENIOR AND CADET) 

SECTION A - SERVICE AND FLIGHT UNIFORMS 

3-1. Uniform Combinations, Uniform combina­
tions A through F, shown on table 3-1, comprise 
the various CAP service and flight uniforms for 
women (illustrated by figure 3-2). The "Xs" 
shown in the vertica l columns of the table designate 
clothing items which must be worn with the various 
combinations unless otherwise indicated in column 
C. Combinations are briefly identified as follows: 

a. Combination A, Lightweight blue 
service uniform. 

b. Combination B. Heavyweight blue 
service uniform. 

c. Combination C. Blue and white striped 
service uniform (cotton/ polyester). 

d, Combination D. Blue and white striped 
service uniform (cotton). 

e. Combination E. Heavyweight blue flight 
uniform (wool). 

f. Combination F. Lightweight blue flight 
uniform (cotton), 

g. Combination G. The lightweight and 
heavyweight blue service uniforms may be worn 
with a white shirt as a semiformal dress uniform. 

The shirt must be button down front (3 buttons), 
yoke back, quarter-length sleeves, and dark blue 
collar undertabs. Long sleeves and French cuffs 
or barrel cuffs are optiona l. The materia l 
may be silk, cotton, synthetics, or a ?lend thereof. 

3-2, Special Wear Instructions for Uniform 
Items, See table 3-1. 

3-3, Fitting Instructions for Uniform Items. 
See table 3-1, 

3-4. Wear of Setvice Uniforms. The blue and 
the blue and white striped service uniforms are 
authorized for wear except when prohibited by 
chapter 1. 

3-5. Wear of Flight Uniforms. Flight uniforms 
will be worn only to perform duties that cannot 
be performed when other uniforms are worn, 
or to trave l on a military aircraft when para­
chutes are required, F lying clothing will not be 
worn off the flight line . If the jacket is not worn, 
the grade insignia will be worn on the shirt" 
(see table 5-1); badges will not be worn. 

3-6. Description and Materials of Authorized 
Uniform Items. See table 3-2 for descriptions 
and materials of clothing items which may be 
worn with the service and flight uniforms. 

SECTION B - UTILITY UNIFORMS 

3-7. Wear of Utility Uniform. Female CAP 
members are authorized to alter the male utility 
uniform and wear it under the same provisions 

3-1 

as the male member. See Section B of chapter 2 
for detailed wear instructions. 
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OVERCOAT OPTIONAL OVERCOA T RAINCOAT 

Figu re 3- 1. Overcoat, Opt ional Overcoat, and Ra incoat 

3-8 
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15 JANUARY 1968 CAPM 39-1 

C hapter 4 

AWARDS, DECORATIONS, AN D HIBBONS 

4- 1. Wea r of Awards and Decora tions . Awards , 
deco r ations , and r i lJbons described in CAPH 39- 3 
will be worn only by CAP m embe rs for whom 
they have been authori zed , and only on the unifo r m s 
li s ted i n ta ble 4- 1. Awards , decorations , a nd 
ribbons will no t be worn on the overcoat, topcoat, 
or raincoa t. 

a . Arrangement of Ribbons on the Coat. 
See ta ble 4- 2 a nd figure 4- 2, 

b, Placement of Devices on Ri bbons and 
Meda ls , See CA PR 39- 3. 

4- 2, Fore ign Decora tions. For eign cleco ra tions 
a re s o many and so var ied , the num be r a nd 
co mbina tions tha t may be worn wi ll not be pr e­
scribed. Howeve r , good ta ste a nd judge m ent 
m us t prevai l, and the fo llowing guide must be 
u s ee! : 

a . Only decora tions tha t have be en duly 
appro ved by Congress for accepta nce a nd wea r 
by the indi vidua l m ay be wo r n, 

b. Pe r sonnel a ttending fun c tions sponso r ­
ed by a fore ign na tion s hould, as a cour te sy, 
wear any decora tions they have been awardee! by 
tha t na tion , 

c . Sash, s unbu rs t , o r neck t y p e decora­
t ions will be worn acco r ding to the cus tom of 
the a war ding nation . Not mor e tha n one s ash, 

4-1 

s un burs t, or fo r ei gn neck decora tion may be 
worn a t one time, 

4- 3. Fourra ger es and Lanyard s . l\'ot mo r e 
than one four r age r e or lanyard will be worn 
a t one ti me, and it will be worn on the left 
s houlde r (s ee figu re 4- 1) . 

4- 4. Milita r y Se r vic e Awards , Military service 
awa r ds m a y be worn on Ci\ P uniform s . Aw~t rcl s 
of the Ai r For c e , Ar my, Na vy, Marine Cor ps, 
or Coas t Gua r d, will be worn in the orde r 
prescr ibed by the a warding s e rvice , subject 
to the foll owing: 

a , In a ll ca s es of relative priority, Air 
For c e a wa rd s will t.ake precedence. 

b. !\ ward s for wa r s, ca mpaigns , expedi­
tions , etc , will be worn in c hr onological s equenc e , 

c . HOT C r ibbons award ee! by the mi lita r y 
department s may be wor n following a ll o ther 
ribbons, 

4- 5. Or der of Preced ence. Ri bbons mus t be 
a rra nged in the order of precedence s ho wn in 
CA PR 39- 3. T he ri bbon with the highest pre­
ced enc e will be near es t to the la pe l on the top 
r ow; othe r r ibbons will follow in orde r of pre­
c ede nc e , from ri ght to left. The numbers on 
the r i bbons in figure 4- 2 show the order of 
ar r ange me nt. 
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TABLE 4-1 I 
WHEN AW AR DS AND DECORATIONS ARE OP TIONAL FOR WEAR 

A B c D 

then wear of 

R 

u foreign 
If an ind ividua I wears all ribbons decorations of 

L (regular or fourrogere the sunburst 
E miniature or and s ash type 

size ) is lan yard is or neck 

decoroti ons 

is 

1 uniform comb inati on 
1, 2 , 3 , 4, 5, or 6 (men) optional 

2 any se rvice uniform 
(women) optional 

3 semiforma l dress un iform n ot auth orized 

TABLE 4-2 I 
ARRANGEMENT OF RIBBONS ON COAT I 

A B c 
R 

u and the coat 
L If the nurnber 

I ape I covers 
E of ribbons 

portions of 
then see note and wear ribbons in 

authorized is 
the ribbons 

1 1, 2, or 3 no a single row 

2 4 thru 6 yes 

multiples of 3, centering a n y remaining ribbons on the 

3 4 thru 9 n o top row 

4 7 thru 9 y es multiples of 3 in two bottom rows , but to prevent coat 
lapel from covering ribbons, each row thereafte r may 
contain fewer; cente r top row 

5 10 or more no multiples of 3 o r 4, with any remaining ribbon s cent e red 
on the top row 

6 10 or more yes mu ltiples of 3 o r 4 in two b o ttom row s, but to preve nt 
coat lapel from covering ribbons, each additiona l row 
may contain less th an the multip le , with top row cen· 
tered 

No te : Ribbo n s wil l a lways be pla ced on we are r's le ft with bottom row immediate l y above breast coat pocket . 
Th ey will be center<"d above t he pocket, o r, t o a voi d being cove red by c oat lapel, ribbons may be aligned so 
border to weare r's left is paralle l with left s ide of pocket (see fig ure 4-2). A ll rows will be aligned so border 
of ribbons to wearer's left i s even e xcept t op row will be c e nte,·e d ove r the row b e low. 
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MEN WOMEN 

Figure 4-1. Arrangement Fourrageres and Lan.yards 

{Example of rule 6, Table 4-2) 

MEN 

(Example of rule 4, Table 4-2) 

MEN 

(Example of rule 3, Table 4-2) 

WOMEN 

Note : Numb e rs on ri bbons indi cate 
arran ge me nt of r ibbo n s w ith 
smaller n umbe r s r e p re sen ting 
r ibbon s wi th high e s t pr e c e de nce. 

Fi gure 4-2. Wear () f R ibbo ns 

4-3 
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Chapter 5 

INSIGNIA, BADGES, AND DEVICES 

SECTION A - GRADE INSIGNIA 

5-l. Wear of Grade Insignia. Table 5-1 pre­
scribes the wear of grade insignia. The grade 
insignia may be worn on the clothing items 
shown in this table, but will not be worn on 

other items. Figures 5-l through 5-7 illustrate 
wear of, or describe, officers' and airmen's 
grade insignia. 

SECTION B - BADGES AND DEVICES 

5-2. Wear of Badges a nd Devices. 0 n l y 
those badges and devices described below will 
be worn on the CAP uniform. 

a . CAP Identification Badge. Two such 
badges are authorized: One for senior members 
(figure 5-8) and one for cadets (figure 5-9). The 
CAP Identification Badge will be worn centered 
one-half inch above the right breast pocket of 
the service coat and the shirt when worn a s 
an outer garment, 

b, Lapel, Collar , and F light Cap Insig­
nia. The letters CAP in oxidized silver metal 
as described below will be worn on the collar 
of the shirt when worn as an outer garment, 
on the lapels of the service coat, and on the 
flight cap as depicted in figure 5-10. 

c. Service Cap Insignia . Service cap 
insignia is as depicted in figure 5-11. 

d, Buttons. Oxidized silver color metal 
buttons of suitable composition and weight, circu­
lar and slightly convex with raised rim, bearing 
the seal of the Civil Air Patrol in clear relief 
against a horizonta lly lined background. (Figure 
5-12.) 

e . Aviation Badges : 

(1) Members who have been awarded 
a CAP aeronautical rating will wear one aviation 
badge centered one-half inch above the left 
breast pocket of coats, jackets, and shirts worn 
as outer garments. When ribbons are worn, 
the badge will be worn centered one-half inch 
above the ribbons. (Figure 5-13.) 

(2) One United States military avia­
tion badge, if awarded by military authorities, 
may be worn centered one-half inch above the 
CAP identification badge. 

(3) Foreign badges: 

(a) One foreign aviation badge 
may be worn centered one-half inch above the 
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CAP identification badge; however, it may not 
be worn if a U. S. military aviation badge is 
worn. To be eligible the senior member must 
have earned the badge through qualification as 
evidenced in writing by a foreign agency. 

(b) Badges acquired as gifts or 
souvenirs do not qualify as earned badges and 
will not be worn on the uniform, 

f . Name Plate: 

(1) The s tanda rd CAP name plate is 
an optional item; however, its wear is encouraged, 
It will be of black plastic composition, two and 
seven-eighths inches wide and three-fourths 
inch high, Manufacture will be of combined 
whit..~ and black components so as to give a non­
luster, black plastic surface with white engraved 
lettering from one-fourth inch to three-eighths 
inch in height. Edges will be beve led from front 
to rear to provide a narrow, white border around 
the entire plate. A metal CAP crest appears 
approximately one-eighth inch from left edge of 
the plate. The wearer's last name will be 
centered on the remainder of the plate. 

(2) It will be worn centered im­
mediate ly below the CAP identifica tion badge 
one-half inch below the seam of the right pocket 
flap of garments having a pocket, on all outer 
uniform garments except r a incoats, overcoats, 
and topcoats. It may be worn on civilian clothes. 
(Figure 5-14.) 

g. Shoulder Patches. Either a wing or 
regional s houlder pa tch must be worn by all 
CAP members. Members of the regional staff 
and NEC members representing regions will 
wear a regional patch, All other members will 
wear a wing shoulder patch. Members who are 
not affiliated with an organization within a wing 
or region (for example, National Headquarters 
Membership Unit members) are exempt from 
this requirement. Only one shoulder patch will 
be worn, and it will be located one-half inch 
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below the shoulder seam of the left sleeve of 
all coats (except raincoats), jackets, shirts worn 
as outer garments, and flying suits. (Figure 
5-15.) 

h. Speciality Insignia. Chaplains, medical 
officers, nurses, and communicators will wear 
their speciality insignia centered one-half inch 
above the left breast pocket of jackets, coats, or 
shirt·s worn as outer garments. If ribbons and 
aviation badges are also worn, the speciality 
insignia will be worn one-half inch above these. 
(Figure 5-16.) 

i. Gunnery and Small Arms Qualifying 
Badges. One Junior National Rifle Association 
Marksmanship Badge may be worn by cadets 
when earned as an achi evement in accordance 
with the Civil Air Patrol cadet program. Male 
cade ts will wear the badge with the top edge 
centered on the left pocket flap of the service 
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coat or shirt worn as an outer ga rment. Female 
cadets will wear the badge with the top edge 
centered one-half inch below the top edge of 
the left pocket of the s ervice c oat. None will 
be worn on the shirtwa is t. Other gunnery and 
small arms badge s will not be worn on the 
uniform. 

j. Cadet NCO Lead er s hip Shoulder In­
signia. Noncommis sioned officer leadership 
shoulder insignia is worn by Phase II cadets 
who a r e appointed to the pos itions of cadet fli ght 
sergeant, cadet first sergeant, cadet academic 
s ergeant, cadet admini s t rati ve ass is tant, cadet 
squad lead er, cade t guide , cade t gui don bear e r and 
cadet co lor gua rd. The insignia i s worn centered 
on the right shoulder. (Figure 5- 17.) 

k, Organizationa l Emblem. See Table 
2- 3, Rule 12. · 

5-2 
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TABLE 5-l I 
WEAR OF GRADE INSI GNIA I -

A B c D E 
R 

u then the s i.zc of with wear and the siz e and color of th e 
If the senior member or instruct ions authorized senior member a i rme n ' s L 
uniform and the uniform cade t officers . grad • os shown grade insignia is ( see note 2 ) 

E worn is item is the insignia w il l be in f ig ur e 

- . (grade insignia not worn ) 

1 rain c oa t r e gu tar 5· 4 & S-6 - -
2 bl u e coat regu lar 5-4 & 5-6 

-
3 o ve rc oat re g u lar 5-4 & 5-6 

1-- . 
4 servic e t opc o at regula r S-4 & 5-6 

!--- 4 " wide (me n) , 3 " wide (women ), 
5 w oo l flannel or re gular o r S-1 & S-5 s i l ve r c ol o r str ipe s a nd s ta r on a 

wool/po lyeste r miniature da rk blue ba c k groun d . 
shirt (see note 1) 

!---
6 blu e a nd white regu lar 5-4 & S-6 

stripe d c o at 
t--

7 ta n s hir t regu lar o r 5-l & 5-S 3 " w ide (on cott on/ polyes te r ma te ria l ) 

minia tu re 3 " o r 4" w ide (on t h e a ll cotton ma te ri -
a t) ; sl l \,;er-c o lo r s tri pes a nd s tar on a 
da rk b lue b a c k g roun d . 

8 flight b l ue j a cke t r egula r 5-4 & 5-6 3 " wide, s il ve r-col o r s tripe s a nd s ta r or 
I-- (women miniature (seniors ) a d ark b lue b a c k g r ound 

9 on l y) shi rt o r S -1 & 5-S 
( s ee n ote 1) reg11lar (c a d e ts) --

L Insi gnia of g rade w ill be worn by offi c e rs only wh e n shirt i s worn as an o ute rga r ment. 
2. Airmen's grade tn s ignia (ch evron s ) will b e s e wn on the sle e ves , centered betwe e n the e lb o w a n d s h oulde r 

seam on l on g sleeve ga rm e nts and c ente re d b_e tween bot tom e d g e of s l e eve a n d s hou lde r s eam on short sieeve 
garments (see fi gure S-3). 
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SHIRT, TAN OFF ICERS (MEN) 

(In s ignia of grade will be worn on right co llar only) 

(Insignia centered 
on collar) 

OFFICERS (MEN) 

SHIRT, WOOL FLANNEL OR 
WOOL/ POLYESTER (outergarment) 

SHIRT (OFFICERS, WOMEN) 
Outergarment 

(Note: Insignia or rank will be centered on the collar of the 1515 shirt 
(not shown above), 1" from end of collar) 

Figure 5-1. Wear of Senior Member Officer Grode Insignia on the Collar 
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BEAK TO FRONT 

~1-l/2"_.j 

T 
3/ 4" 

j_ 
COLONEL 

T 
1·1/8" 

1 
(Silver D.JII Satin Finish) 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL (Silver Dull Satin Finish) 
MAJOR (Gold Motte Finish) 

I- 1"---l 

T~ 
_l t::::l 

CAPTAIN 
(SI LVER) 

t--1-1/8"--l 

~~ ~I 

I.- 1" - _j 

~I [! ::1 
FIRST LIE UTENANT (SILVER) 

SECOND LIEUTENANT (GOLD) 

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 

(SILVER COLOR METAL AND MEDIUM BLUE ENAMEL) 

~-- I - l/8 II --J 

~--
WARRANT OFFICER 

(GOLD COLOR METAL AND MEDIUM BLUE ENAMEL) 

(Insignia w ill be wire embroidery or metal . The insignia on shoulder 

boards and sleeve ornaments will be wire embroidery.) 

Figure S-2. Regular and Min iature Sizes of Sen ior Member Grode Insignia 
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(Insignia will be cloth embroidery) 

(Short S I eeve Garment) 

(Long S I eeve Go rment) 

HH~~ 
-~~ ~ TECHNICAL 

MASTER SERGEANT SERGEANT STAFF SERGEANT 

SERGEANT AIRMAN 
FIRST CLASS 

AIRMAN 

Figure S-3. Chevrons Denoting Senior Member Airman Grades 
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Jl/s"1 

Figure S-4. Shoulder Strap Insignia of Senior Member Officer Grade 
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Half 

Cadet Male Airmen Cadet Male Officers 

Ins i gnia are placed on collars of out e r ga rment 
shirts in same position on both open and closed 
collars. Insignia are parallel t o top edge of 
collar. 

Figure S-5. Wear of Cadet Grade Insignia on the Collar 
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Col onel 

Cadet 
1st 

CAPM 39-1 

2nd 
Lt . C olon e l Major Captain Lieutenant Lieutenan t 

Figure S-6. Wear of Cadet Officer Grade on the Shoulders 

Cade t 
Master 

Cadet 
Tech. 

Cadet 
Staff Cadet Cadet Cadet 

Sergeant Sergeant S ergeant Sergeant Sergeant 1st class Airman 

Figure S-7 . Chevrons Denoting Cadet Airmen Grades 
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CIV-IL ~AIR'·,PAT~ROL 
' .,. -J. "~ • ~··t:i. 

AUXJUARY UNtT£0 StATES AJR'~llbRC'E -- . . ' ~ . . ' ~.. " 

Figure S-8. Sen ior Member Ident ification Badge 

Figure S-9. Cadet Member Identification Badge 
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S hi rt, M a le 

Mal e ·Coat 

HALF 
WAY 

Shirt, Female 

I I 

F emale Coat 
or J acket 

I" 

~HALF 
~ WAY 

CAPM 39-1 

Flight Cap, Male Flight Cap, . : · . . Female 

CAP CAP 
COLLAR INSIGNIA 

Figure 5-10. Wear of Lapel, Collar, and Flight Cap Insignia Men and Women 
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C olonel and L t. 

Service Cap, Male Officers S e rvice Cap, Male Airm e n 

S e r v i c e Hat, 
F e male Office rs 

Servi ce H a t , 
F emal e Airmen 

i 
(MEN) 

2l_" 
8 

I 
(WOMEN) 

9 " 
116 

* Officers and Warrant Officers 
Service Cap Insignia; Men and 
Women. 

Airme n' s Se r v i ce 
Cap In signia; 
M e n & Wom e n 

Figure 5-11. Service Cap Insignia, Seniors and Cadets 
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45 LINE 36 LINE 30 LINE 25 LINE 25 LINE HAT 20 LINE 

Figure 5-12. CAP Buttons 

Command Pilot Senio r Ob server 

Senior Pilot Ob se rve r 

P ilot Glider Pilot 

Fig.ure 5-13. Aviation Badges 

~ JONES 

Figure 5-14. Name Plate 
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Wing Shoul de r Patc h 

Chr i st i an 
Chapl a i n 

FLIGHT SERGEANT 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
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Region Shoulder P at c h 
(Cir c u l ar type is al s o a u thorized ) 

Figure 5- 15. Should er Patch 

J e w i sh 
Chaplain 

Medi cal 
O ffic er 

Nurse 

Figure 5-16. Speciality Insignia 

FIRST SERGEANT 

C ommun i cator 

ACADEMIC SERGEANT 

SQUAD LEADER GUIDE AND/ OR GUIDON BEARER COLOR GUARD 

Figure 5-17. Cadet NCO Leadership Shoulder Insignia 
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Chapter 6 

THE CAP BLAZER 

6-1. Men. The CAP blazer and slacks combina­
tion (figure 6-1) may be worn by all male members 
of the Civil Air Patrol regardless of grade. It 
consists of: 

a. Coat. Blazer type, semiform-fitted, 
drape, single-breasted, two- button model with 
one breast patch pocket, two lower patchpockets, 
and rear vent. Material is dark blue flannel 
or tropical worsted. It is ornamented by the 
CAP crest (figure 6-3), attached or sewn to the 
breast pocket. 

b. Trousers. Medium gray flannel or 
tropical worsted material, full cut, straight 
hanging, pleated, cuffed. 

c. Shirt. White, dress type. 

d. Necktie. Silver-gray. 

e. Footwear. Shoes, black; socks, black 
or dark blue. 

6-2. Women. TheCA P blazer and skirt combina­
tion (figure 6-2) may be worn by all female 
members of the Civil Air Patrol regardless of 
grade. It consists of: 

6-1 

a. Coat. Form-fitted, three- button, com­
mercial model blazer with one breast patch 
pocket and two lower patch pockets. Material 
is dark blue flannel, tropical worsted, or similar 
commercial blend. It is ornamented by the CAP 
crest (figure 6-3), attached or sewn to the 
breast pocket. 

b. Skirt. Full pleated of medium gray 
flannel, tropical worsted, or similar commercial 
blend. 

c. Blouse. White, simple design, without 
ruffles or excessive ornamentation. 

d. Footwear. Either black tailored pumps 
with neutral nylon hose or black leather loafers 
with blue anklets, as appropriate. 

6-3. When Worn. The blazer may be worn 
during any season of the year. It is encouraged 
for wear at CAP social occasions in lieu of the 
service uniform. It may be worn without restric­
tion on non-CAP occasions. 
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Figure 6-1. Men's Blazer 
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Figure 6-2. Women's Blazer 
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Figure 6-3. CAP Crest 
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